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Good Vibrations
Welcome to a great New Year!  The snow is flying in the mountains and it’s time for having fun in the sun.  Have you signed up for any trips?  Have you signed up to be a trip captain?  No time like the present.  We can always use your help.
We are broadening our horizons and have plans to ski at Ski Cooper, Breckenridge, Vail, Keystone and Monarch this year.  This is the eighteenth season (18 years!) that Monarch has sponsored VIBeS!  Don’t miss out!
Saying Goodbye to Friends
Our hearts are heavy at having to say goodbye to Tony Ikehara and Gary Garrett.  We will miss them greatly as we fondly remember their lives in Colorado.
Tony was a wonderful guide and friend for many years.  We hope that Christine will join us for some snow-shoeing or other activities.  
Gary Garrett was instrumental in starting VIBeS.  His dedication to teach students from the Colorado School for the Deaf and Blind to participate in life and all its activities, including skiing, was evident to all who knew him.  He lives on in the spirit and techniques he helped to make the foundation of VIBeS.  If you are ever lucky enough to be awarded the Gary Garrett Honorary Trophy, know that it really means something, and talk to someone that knew him.
Holiday Party
We had a great turn out for the Holiday Party again this year!  Thanks to Sharon Boyd and Dale Campbell for hosting the party at their very festive house.  Dale was very focused on keeping the driveway shoveled for us.  Thanks for a great party!  We sincerely appreciate it.
Ski Swap                                                                                                      The Ski Shop had a great turn-out this year and supported us generously.  If you need any ski equipment or clothing or you need some rental equipment, please keep the Ski Shop in mind.  They’ve been great to VIBeS over the years!   For any VIP skiers that would like to get ski rental equipment before-hand, the Ski Shop has generously offered to provide us with the equipment.  It’s probably best to call first and let them know you’re a VIP skier with VIBeS.  
The Ski Shop -1422 S. Tejon Street (1 block south of I-25 at the Tejon Street exit)- Phone 636-3355
Upcoming Trip Schedule – Please volunteer to be a trip captain! Weekend 1/22 – 1/24 Weekend Cross-Country Ski for Light Weekend – Becky Myers trip captain 
Sunday 2/7 Day trip to Ski Cooper –  Downhill, Cross Country and Snow Shoeing available - Vicky and Gary Hulsey – call Vicky at 548-0754

Sunday 2/7 Ski for Light - Kids cross-country day trip to Frisco – Dean & Becky Myers 578-9268

Saturday 2/13 Annual Shoe & Soak – Mt. Princeton – Diane Fitzkee – call Diane at 685-2329

Saturday 2/20 Day trip to Breckenridge – Downhill, snow-shoeing and BOEC available (please make reservations with BOEC by 2/6) Mellissa Rose 303-917-9748 & Jolene Davis 380-7707
Weekend trip  3/5 – 3/7 to Frisco – Ski Vail on Saturday, possibly Keystone on Sunday – BOEC available; (Make reservations with BOEC by 2/20 please) Snow-shoeing, cross-country skiing; Beth Ingham and Alexandra Bradstreet – call Beth at 548-1627 or Alexandra at 919-943-7522
Weekend trip 3/27 & 3/28 Monarch – Race Weekend – 3/27 & 3/28 - Need trip captains; Call Lorie Whitehead at 687-6409
Other weekends - Schedule independent trips on your own with a guide! 
Shoe & Soak – 2/13                                                                                    Just a friendly reminder that the Shoe 'n' Soak is on Saturday, February 13th. This has always been a fun trip with lots of participation and I'm hoping the same will be true this year. Please sign up no later than February 1st so I can arrange transportation and gather snowshoes for everyone.   There will be a $15 copay for this trip. We'll plan to meet at CSDB at 8:30 and return around 5:30ish. Everyone will bring food for the day, plenty of water, bathing suit/ towel, and a smile! The more the merrier! Also please let me know if you would be willing to drive your vehicle to this event Thanks!  Diane 685-2329
Weekend in Frisco 3/5 – 3/7

Instead of Griffith Lodge, we are trying another place in Frisco this year.  We can ski at some new places, snow-shoe, cross-country ski & still take advantage of BOEC at Breckenridge.  Call Beth or Alexandra if you’d like to volunteer to help prepare a meal.  See you at the hot tub!
Race Weekend at Monarch – 3/28 & 3/29

Please start talking to friends & family about skiing or sponsoring us during Race Weekend.  We’ve done very well the last few years but I think we can still do better!  GO TEAM!   We always have the big & fearless Walford team.   We have several teams from the Ski Shop who want some competition.  Marcia is trying to get some school teams together.  How about some of your work friends/church friends/networking friends to form a team?  Four to six people on a team, with at least one woman.  I’ll bet you can think of some friends that would like to join us.  The SnoJets will be having an auction to benefit VIBeS on 2/18.  Our own Snow Tigresses will be performing – always a show not to be missed!  They will also perform at the Blazers Ski Club on 3/3.   I have also contacted the Up the Creek Ski Club in Denver and the Colorado Springs Cycling Club.  Do you belong to a club that might be looking for some good entertainment & willing to sponsor us for Race Weekend?  Be creative – see what you can come up with.  We also need volunteers to help plan the weekend.  
Put this weekend on your calendar!  The fun race will be on Saturday, March 27, and the Benefit race will be on Sunday, 3/28.  I’m looking for more volunteers and coordinators this year.  We’ll put together several committees and I’ll be looking for people to head up these committees such as attendance, lodging, transportation, sponsorship, awards, dinner, Fun Race and there are sure to be others.  Please understand the amount of work that goes into these benefits and please think about helping to coordinate some part of the weekend.  Also start thinking about getting a team together and let us know if there’s anyone you know that would like to sponsor us.  With the economy suffering, we’re going to need everyone’s help!  Lorie Whitehead  719-687-6409
Jewelry Party to sponsor VIBeS 
Thanks to Kirsten Burns who planned a Silpada jewelry party at Carol & Leo Bush’s house and donated the funds to VIBeS.  We hoped to have more jewelry shoppers – think about joining us next time!
Thanks To all coordinators, volunteers, and participants.  We couldn’t do it without you!     Madame President – Lorie Whitehead
New Guide Training 

If you are interested in training to become a VIBeS Guide, or know someone who is, please contact Leo Bush (481-2304).  We will schedule a training session as needed for anyone interested.

(See Events Calendar for details).
Refresher and New Guide Training – 2009/2010 ski season

We held an on-the-hill new guide and refresher training session on Saturday, Dec 5.
We also trained two new guides, Ken Cameron and his daughter Andrea, on Saturday, Jan 9.
Two new guides and a number of returning guides are now ready for this season!
Skier Orientation – 2009/2010 ski season
We held a Skier Orientation session on Wednesday, December 10.  It was well attended by many returning and several new skiers!  We had a good number of participants at this year’s Skier Orientation. Thanks to Vicky and Leo for putting the Skier Orientation together.
FIRST 2010 SEASON SKI TRIP
 
The skies were blue all day Saturday Jan. 9 when 18 VIBeSters took to the slopes at Monarch. We welcomed some new skiers, Alex Bradstreet and Glenn Logan, and guides-in-training, Ken and Andrea Cameron. Hopefully they weren’t scared off by our usual shenanigans!

I am continually amazed by the diversity of our group. Our blind skiers ranged in age from 16 (I think) Jourdan Peters, to 96 (I think) Elsa Bailey. Elsa had a spill and we wish her a speedy recovery. She thanks us for the opportunity to continue skiing at her age and plans to be back. The gal just keeps going and going!

Thanks to our dauntless guides – Carol and Leo Bush, John and Beth Ingham, Sharon Boyd and Dale Campbell, Don Allred, Terry Smith and Gary Hulsey. We so appreciate you. Thanks to Marcia and Sharon for being the trip captains!  And also to John and Don for driving. Let’s do it again soon.  Marcia Barber 
Winter Activities
If you would like to plan a ski trip, snowshoe trek, or any other activity, please let Leo Bush or Diane Fitzkee know.  We will help you make arrangements.   

VP Finance needed
This is the third year we have not had a VP of Finance, someone designated to submit grant requests for VIBeS.  We’ve done great on the last couple fund raisers, but it’s not enough.  Anyone willing to spend some time to help get funding would be sincerely appreciated.  Grants from 2005 were bringing in thousands of dollars that we are no longer getting.  We are moving towards having very little operational funds.  We may be able to continue as we are for another year or two, but at that point we will have to change a lot about VIBeS.  We need someone to step forward and fill this very important position.  Beth Blakney-Ingham is willing to work with you to learn the basics of grant writing and absolutely any time you can volunteer will certainly not be in vain.  Please think about it!  We really need your help!  Contact Lorie if you are interested, 687-6409.
Refresher and New Guide Training – 2009/2010 ski season
We held an on-the-hill new guide and refresher training session on Saturday, Dec 5.
We also trained two new guides, Ken Cameron and his daughter Andrea, on Saturday, Jan 9.
Two new guides and a number of returning guides are now ready for this season! If you are interested in training to become a VIBeS Guide, or know someone who is, please contact Leo Bush (481-2304).  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Skier Orientation – 2009/2010 ski season
We held a Skier Orientation session on Wednesday, December 10.  It was well attended by many returning and several new skiers!
We had a good number of participants at this year’s Skier Orientation. Thanks to Vicky and Leo for putting the Skier Orientation together.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
EVENTS CALENDAR

CALL 593-1982 or one of the contacts below to sign up for trips, to arrange for a ride or find a guide, ski equipment or clothing.
	EVENT
	DATE
	TIME
	Contact
	LOCATION

	Ski For Light –
Kid’s Cross-country
	Feb 7
	Sunday
	Becky and Dean Myers

578-9268
	Frisco

	VIBeS 
Day Ski Trip
	Feb 7th  

Sunday
	6 am

(at departure meeting place; CSDB)
	Vicky and Gary Hulsey
548-0754
	Ski Cooper

	Shoe N’ Soak
	Feb 13th 
Saturday
	8:30 am

at departure meeting place; CSDB
	Diane Fitzkee
685-2329
	St. Elmo,
Mt. Princeton Hot Springs

	VIBeS
Day Ski Trip
	Feb 20th
Saturday
	6 am
	Melissa Rose
303-917-9748

Jolene Davis

380-7077
	Breckenridge

	VIBeS Weekend 

Ski Trip
	March 5-7
	TBD
	Beth Ingham
548-1627
Alex 919-943-7522
	Frisco 

	VIBeS Ski Trip

(Benefit Race)
	March 27, 28

	6 am

(at departure meeting place; CSDB)
	TBD
	Monarch


Please join us!  Have a Question About VIBeS? – Call the HOTLINE 593-1982
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Who To Contact





President


Lorie Whitehead


687-6409





V.P. Finance/Development


Vacant





Secretary


Amy Abourezk


578-9268





Treasurer


Lynn Fleharty


578-2201





Director of Communications


Dean Myers


578-9268





Director of Programs/Logistics


Vacant





Director of Training & Safety


Leo Bush


481-2304





Director of Skier Orientation


Vicky Hulsey


548-0754
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VIBeS


Visually Impaired and Blind Skiers


of the Colorado Springs Community


5636 North Union Blvd.


Colorado Springs, CO 80918





FREE MATTER


FOR THE BLIND








VIBeS Supporters


Thank you to our community sponsors!





 


The Ski Shop


1422 S. Tejon


636-3355








Above It All Vision		Criterium Bike 


Waste Recoveries		Arctic Spas


Monarch Ski Area			Vail Ski Area


Copper Ski Area			Randy Hampton
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